Review ofThe Greatest Possible Being

1. In Search of Perfection

People saysod is wise, powerful, and good/hy saythose things?Why notinsteadsayGodis
cubical divisible by twq or brown?These questions are abdlue root concept of Gods there a
concepthat unifiesor explaingheattributespeopleclassicallyascribe to God?

EnterPerfect Being Theology (PBT). PBT is théistringtheoryo of theology.PBT purports
to shine light ordeepest part dsodd s  n. Adcarding to PBT, lte deepesimost fundamental
attributeof Godis perfection. By the light ofperfection we can see why Goaould havecertain
attributes and not others. God has knowledge, power, and goodness becausettieatrirates
of aperfed being

How shall weunderstand perfectonPhi s question takes wus 1int
Speaks examines what we may call it hethenodal
greatest possible being. On this analysis, PBT is about teasing out the implications ofjlteie
greatest possible.

Speaks offers a penetrating investigation ofdbiecept of the greatest possible being. He
argues,contrary to his own anticipatiorihat the concept of the greatest possible bas@n
inadequate device for theorizing about the nature of Gbd. central thesis ofhe Greatest
Possible Being is that there is no way to derive interesting claims about God from the principle
that God is the greatest possible being.

Before we considerS p e aakgan@entlet us considewhat s at stake. Here are three
potential benefits dPBT. First, PBT can (potentially) explaiawide range of things peoplave

saidabout God. Bople sg God is good, strong, and widePBT works, one can see whifnese



attributesdo not comprise an arbitrary list. Instead, one carasgsified root which provides a
criterion for deérminingthe properties God would hav@od has whatever perfection entails and
lacks whatever perfection precludes. Thus, perfediiaminates the nature of God.

Second, PBToffers a tool for investigating the foundation of existenc&. classic
hypothesis about theorld is that its foundation has a supreme (perfect) naiith. PBT in hand
we cantestthis hypothesis by deducing variomsplications.Some implications may be obvious
(e.g., that the foundation of existence has supreme panaall its aims aravholly good, while
others take more work to sékhe project of teasing out the implicatgoaf a supreme nature can
help us investigatehethed and to what extedt thisclassic hypothesis may fibr fail to fit, with
our observationdf meaningful deductions are possiktleenPBT can be a handy toobf testing
(a version of) theism

Third, if PBT succeeds, it cahring diversepeopletogetherinto a jointand systematic
inquiry. While different people would hadfferert concepts of God, these concepts caaftect
a more basic root conceBT aims to use this root conceptpmvide asystematic and universal
tool thatcan helppeopleexpand clarify, and testheir original concept of God?BT couldthen
helptheology advance.

CanPBT deliver these result$&peakds skeptical. By hisnalysis PBT is like sand that
falls through youfingers when you try to pick it ugps he right?

Letushave a closer | ook at Speaksdéd analysis.

2. Challenge

To see how the modal analysisperfection might serve PBT, Speaks searches fpeatness

condition. This condition determines which attributesnaximally great being would havén



order for a greatnessondition to be useful for PBT, theondition must be accurate and
informative.More precisely, Speaksuggests tha greatness conditisshould satisfithesetwo
requirementgp. 12)
Entailment: it should follow from the fact that a property F satisfies the condition, plus the
relevant modal principléwhich specifieghe sense in whicksod is the greatesteither
the greategpossible conceivable, or actubking, that F is a property of God.
Informativeness: it should be possible (without retiee on prior substantive claims about

God) to see that some interesting candidatestobQ g 0. [(infor)4(mative. ) vd




































